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The Maui Soil & Water Conservation Districts truly appreciate the ongoing support we receive from DLNR, 

USDA-NRCS, U.H. Cooperative Extension Service, Mayor Alan Arakawa, Maui County Council Members, 

Maui County Dept. of  Public Works and Environmental Management, Office of Economic Development, State Dept. of Agri-

culture, Department of Health, Coastal Zone Management, Maui County Farm Bureau, and Tri-Isle Resource Conservation 

and Development.   

 

Serving as the HACD Island of Maui Vice President for 18 years has been a great experience.  I would personally like to thank 

all past and present SWCD directors for your countless hours of volunteer work and the SWCD support staff for your work in 

carrying out our mission.   

 

In closing, I advise our young conservationists to know the history and importance behind the soil and water conservation 

movement.  Learning from the past and wisely building on the future is a continuous journey.  

 

 

  

 Aloha and Mahalo, 

  
  

JoLoyce Kaia 

HACD Island of Maui Vice President 

     The Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) are legally constituted, self governing units under the 

Hawaii Soil and Water Conservation Law, Chapter 180, Hawaii Revised Statutes.  Our role is to carry out pro-

grams for the protection and conservation of soil and water resources. The Districtsô responsibilities also in-

clude reviewing and providing comments on Maui County drainage and erosion control plans for land use 

changes, developments and subdivisions. (Chapter 20.08.080  Grubbing and Grading Permit Review).  The 

Districts also assist in environmental education of the general public through school programs and other meth-

ods of recognition for conservation minded citizens.      

     The SWCDs exist under the State Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Each has a board of direc-

tors consisting of five voting directors, and a number of associates.  SWCD Directors are volunteer citizens 

from their respective communities, working to provide a healthy natural resources environment for the people 

by coordinating technical, financial, and educational resources. 

     All of the programs involving SWCDs are community based.  SWCD directors welcome community input 

toward identifying natural resource problems.  The SWCD Program carries out its activities in partnership 

with County, State, and Federal agencies. 

     To learn more about the Soil & Water Conservation Districts, visit the following websites:  

 

¶ https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/swcd 

¶ http://www.nacdnet.org/about/districts/index.phtml tŜƻǇƭŜ 
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USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

District Conservationist Message 

 
The cooperative efforts between the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, Kahului 

Field Office, and the Maui Soil Water & Conservation District personnel are reaching out to 

the community to provide conservation technical assistance to the people we serve. Conservation technical assis-

tance and Farm Bill Programs not only provide tools and resources to make a major difference in improving Mauiôs 

natural resources, but also working lands for production for the lives of farming and ranching families and the com-

munities in which they live. The 2014 Farm Bill Programs address soil, water, air, plants, and animals at various 

levels of resource treatments on grassland, non-industrial forest land, and organic and conventional cropland 

through financial and technical assistance for the following programs; 1) Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-

gram, 2) Conservation Stewardship, 3) Agricultural Management Assistance, 4) Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program, 5) Agriculture Conservation Easement Program-Wetland Reserve Easements, 6) Healthy Forest Reserve 

Program.  

     This has been an exciting year in partnering with the Maui SWCDôs. Together we have a cooperative agreement 

which assists NRCS in the additional workload of the FY 2014 Farm Bill Conservation Programs and conservation 

technical assistance. The outcome has been very successful as we work together to increase the people we serve 

getting conservation on the ground. We are hopeful to continue these funding efforts 

     Maui County has a very diverse land base as well as agriculturists; we are currently working with more than sev-

enty operators and increasing due to the closure of Hawaii Commercial Sugar Company. The NRCS Kahului Field 

office obligated more than $600,000 dollars to operators who have resource concerns on pasture land, cropland and 

forestry which includes wildlife. At the Kahului Field Office Service Center we encourage producers and individu-

als wanting to know more about the 2014 Farm Bill and conservation technical assistance to please contact our of-

fice at 871-5500 Ext 107.  

     Mahalo nui loa to our partners for their continued support throughout the years.  NRCS Kahului Field Office 

recognizes and appreciates the support and efforts of the Maui Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Hawaii Asso-

ciation of Conservation Districts, Maui County Farm Bureau, Hawaii Farmers Union, Mayor Alan Arakawa, Maui 

County Council Members, Department of Public Works, Environmental Management, Department of Health, De-

partment of Land and Natural Resources, Maui Conservation Alliance, Maui Axis Deer Program, UH Maui Coop-

erative Extension Service, Maui Invasive Species Committee, East Maui Watershed Partnership, West Maui Moun-

tains Watershed Partnership, Puôu Kukui Watershed, Environmental Protection Agency, US Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice, USDA- Farm Service Agency and the Tri-Isle Resource Conservation & Development. 

Rˉnɥʍ Gˉnˀɲʍ- Cˏˠʒzʙ 

The 2014 Farm Bill was enacted on February 7, 2014. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service offers  

voluntary Farm Bill conservation programs that benefit both agricultural producers and the environment.  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/pia/programs/farmbill/ 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/pia/contact/ 
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http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/pia/programs/farmbill/
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USDA NRCS and Maui SWCDs Kahului Field Office Staff  

Ranae Ganske-Cerizo 
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District Conservationist 
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USDA NRCS 

Kahana Stone 

USDA NRCS 

Soil Conservationist 

Ryan Woolbright 

USDA NRCS 

Civil Engineer 

Jason Hew 

Maui SWCDs 

Conservation 

Specialist 

Hannah Lutgen, Maui SWCD Conservation Specialist was born and raised in Wisconsin, developing an interest in the natural world at 

an early age. Hannah graduated with a B.S. degree in Sustainable Horticulture with a minor in Spanish from the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  She developed a deep appreciation and interest in the Hawaiian culture and 

landscape while learning about the flora and fauna of Hawaii during a college field biology course held in Hawaii in 

2009. After graduation, Hannah did a 2 year internship on an organic farm in Wisconsin to gain invaluable hands on 

experience. During her farming apprenticeship she managed a cut flower CSA, completed the beginning farmers 

incubator course, and traveled to Mexico where she helped harvest and process coffee with an indigenous Mayan 
family deep in the Oaxacan Mountains. She also worked with the Farm to School Program and helped the Amish 

and conventional farmers organize and establish a producer-owned cooperative in rural central Wisconsin as an 

AmeriCorps member.  After gaining valuable experience in farming vegetables, flowers, inoculating mushrooms, 

raising and harvesting poultry and pigs, she yearned to learn and experience farming in a warmer, temperate climate.  Hannah moved to 

the West Coast and worked/volunteered at a variety of farms from school gardens, biodynamic farms, grass fed beef, goat dairy, and per-

maculture in Northern California and Oregon for over 3 years. Her passion for agriculture, conservation, local food, working and com-

municating with farmers from diverse cultural backgrounds ignited her to move to Maui.   After moving to Maui in January 2015, Han-

nah was ecstatic to be chosen to work for Maui Soil and Water Conservation Districts in July 2016. Although she is still a new transplant 

to Maui, she loves learning and helping local farmers achieve their conservation objectives.  
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